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1-AETIOLOGY
1482.] Thrombosis of the cerebral veins and sinuses is caused either
by the spread of sepsis from neighbouring structures, or without
infection by alteration of the circulating blood. Although there are a Vessels
number of deep and superficial cerebral veins and five unpaired and
six paired dural sinuses, the superior group of superficial veins, the
superior longitudinal sinus into which they drain, the lateral sinus,
and the cavernous sinus are alone of practical import to the subject.
Infective thromboses may be encountered at any age and are chiefly Infective
associated with sepsis of the middle ear, the buccal and nasal cavities, thrombosis
the pharynx, or the integument of the face and scalp. General septi-
caemia and pyaemia or diffuse purulent meningitis are occasional
causes, Non-infective thrombosis, on the other hand, is related to Non-infective
any general disease, like acute gastro-enteritis which produces sudden thrombosis
severe depletion of the tissue-fluids, and-is almost limited to infancy.
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